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WRITTEN QUESTION TO THE MINISTER FOR TRANSPORT AND TECHNICAL
SERVICESBY THE DEPUTY OF ST. MARY
ANSWER TO BE TABLED ON TUESDAY 17th MAY 2011

Question

Can the Minister advise what measures, if anyjrapace to ensure that the utilities should not
only do their streetworks in a satisfactory mareret make good the road they have worked in if
they do not but also that they should do those wdnka timely manner so as to minimise

disruption and traffic delay on our roads?

Can the Minister tell members what steps, if any,idtaking to ensure that the utilities are
incentivised to complete their works speedily or gmmalised if they do not, and will such
incentives and penalties feature in the new stredsvaw which he is preparing, and if not why
not?

Answer

Part 1a: The current legal situation generally favourslitytiCompany ‘rights’ over Highway
Authority powers and provides few clear means ébming TTS (and Parish) requirements. TTS
has nevertheless successfully introduced a numbanmortant measures since 2003 (using a
consultative approach) intended to ensure thaetstnorks are carried out in a satisfactory
manner, including the ‘making good’ of the highwayese include the introduction of:-

» Requirements with respect to training, qualificatia@nd supervision for those carrying out
street works. These requirements are fully in ataace with UK best practice as prescribed
by the ‘New Roads and Street Works Act 1991' (NRSWith qualifications being
registered with the UK’s ‘Street Works Qualificat®oRegister’ (SWQR) .

= ‘Safety at Street Works and Road Works — A CodePddctice’ (UK), which sets out
minimum signing, lighting and guarding requiremetttsensure the safety of works in the
highway. This has been introduced as an examplédest practice rather than as an
‘approved’ local code, as current legislation doessupport this.

= The ‘Specification for the Reinstatement of Operirig the Main Road’, setting out
minimum reinstatement requirements with respectexcavations, backfilling, types of
materials to be used, depths, methods of laying wsting. The Specification is in
accordance with best UK practice as recommendethéyUK'’s ‘Highway Authorities &
Utilities Committee’ (HAUC).

In addition TTS has in place an ongoing inspectigime covering both live works (in relation
to safety and compliance with the reinstatementifipation) and the ongoing monitoring of
reinstated utility trenches.

Part 1b: Current legislation does not provide a clear rseafnissuing directions with respect to
how and when street works are undertaken, nor @osgecifically impose a duty on those
undertaking such works to do so in an expeditioammar. Despite this TTS uses its ‘moral’



authority to ensure that works are properly planaed co-ordinated before going ahead and that
total disruption is kept to an absolute minimum.

In recent years TTS has made significant improvesemnits street works management regime,
starting in 2005 with the introduction of a ‘Str&®orks Manager’ to specifically regulate activity

on main roads and to provide a focal point for plag and co-ordination in the Island. For

example, TTS hosts and chairs a monthly co-ordinatneeting with representatives from the
Parish of St. Helier, the Island’'s Utility CompasieConnex and Honorary Police, looking at
planning / co-ordination issues both in the shod Bng term (1 month to 5 years). In 2008 TTS
also introduced its ‘Directions for the Control dddnagement of Street Works’, which provides
Utility Companies with a clear framework for plangi(with a strong emphasis on consultation)
and implementing street works on main roads.

TTS continues to work closely with the Island’slithti Companies in developing the optimum
solution as to when and how works are to be unkientdefore permitting them to go ahead. For
example, where there is flexibility to do so TTS@res that works are carried out at low traffic
volume times (i.e. early morning, between AM / PMranuter peaks, in the evening or at night,
or during school holidays where that is relevamt)ere is also an increasing emphasis on joint
working (i.e. Utilities sharing road and lane clossior trenches where possible).

Part 2: The proposed street works law which the Departriselooking to bring before the States
towards the end of 2012 (in partnership with thedRas) will include both immediate and longer
term provisions intended to ensure that street svark undertaken in an expeditious manner.

The most basic control proposed by the new law @dag the introduction of ‘street work
permits’ which would give the Highway Authority (gject to the test of reasonableness) power to
either refuse a permit or issue a permit subje@ tmmbination of conditions, including timing
(i.e. times, dates and durations). Changes tormifye conditions, such as a significant time
extension, would first need the Highway Authoritgpproval. Failure to obtain approval would
be a breach of conditions and an offence would Hzen committed. The law would also
provide for the future introduction (through Redida) of measures intended to create financial
incentives to expedite works on the Island’s masicel roads.



